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A
number of active

artists have become

concerned with ‘loc

ative media’ art, a

form of art which

makes use of envi.-

ronmentally con-

scious media a

to be found p

larly in urb

space. Esthef

was one of

artists to

in her imag

project Ams

REALTIME.

sporen [ Diary

dating from 2\
Sixty Amster;

ing a GPS trac-
er which used sate
lite data to deter-
mine their geograph-
ical position. The
project was given
visual form by feed-
ing this data into

a computer, SO that
light traces ap-
peared on a screen.
The basic 1dea be-
hind the project was
that every Amst

mer has an invisl-

erdam-

ble
1(, m'dp ()r th‘.

. : C v
1n hlS h(l 11_\

ad. The

S »

C (l()g Wil 1 k“ . -
driver )

route

4 cab
() ) (.l m l (l\'%- ‘ f‘(\
r /

P attenc
anv are ye b

¢ ry dif-
Orent‘

add form ip

diVidu31

maps’ .

‘menty
lhe realj-
zat i

ation dawned that

each Amg
ach ahsSterdammer

Creates
eates g subjec-

Vi
tlve map of the city
on the basisg of th
fixed routes that he
or she follows on
his or her way to
work, to the shops
and to the café. But
| however personal all

' these light traces

may be, in Amsterdam

REALTIME they com-
bine to form a rec-

| ognizable map of
Amsterdam.

GPS technology 1is
often used in ‘loc-
ative media’ 1in a
different way from
that in which 1t
is used in Esther
Polak’s project,
namely to follow
the artist involved
himself. Even peo-
ple who are not art-
ists feel the need
to publish details

of thelr pattern

of mobility on the

Internet. All kinds

of sailing and cycle

Amsterdam I{P‘\!‘
TIME i« g

a plece
research into the
rplutxnn<h:p be -
tween mobility and
space, a fasci- |
nating opportuni
Lty to follow oth-
er people, to tail
them and get a pic-
ture of their move-
ments through ur-
ban space. It 1s one
of the first intelli-
gent applications of
orientational sys-
tems in art and at
the same time a con-
temporary represen-
tation of mobility
in the urban land-
scape. Reason enough
to bring the cd-rom
Amsterdam REALTIME.
Dagboek in sporen Dhary
in Traces once mOIe

to your attention.

Nathalie Faber
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